
 

Belhaven Middle School 
Grade 8  Summer Reading Assignment 2019  
 
Assignment 1 
The required reading for all incoming eighth graders is I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai (Young Reader’s 
Edition). This book can be found at your local library, bookstores, or online. This assignment is due the first 
full day of school- MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9. After finishing the novel, please follow these directions when 
completing the attached assignment: 
 

1. All work must be TYPED in a BLOCK print size 11 font.  
 

2. WRITE ALL QUESTIONS, then complete the answer after each question. Double space the answer.  
 

3. Answer each question with a minimum of 4-5 complete sentences including DETAILS from the novel. 
Include TEXT EVIDENCE to support your answers. (Quoted text evidence with page numbers will earn 
you extra points!) 

 
Assignment 2 
All incoming eighth graders are expected to read ONE book from the attached list IN ADDITION to I am 
Malala. This assignment is due FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13.  Please choose ONE of the activities from the list 
below to express your ideas about your “choice” book.  
 

A. Create a MOVIE POSTER advertising the movie premier of your book.  Check out what a movie poster 
looks like next time you go to the theater. Take a poster board and CUT IT IN HALF. You will make a 
visual representation of something in your book.  Other information to be included on your poster must 
be:  

1. Name of the movie (book title)  
2. Director (author) 
3. Cast (main characters) 
4. Movie rating 
5. Opening date 
6. A short “blurb” to entice the reader 
7. A ONE PAGE typed summary of the book on the BACK of your poster.  
8. Your name and date on the back of the poster.  

 
      B.  Create a BOOK JACKET for a “new edition” of the book you chose. Create original art  

for the cover. In your own words, write a summary for your book on the LEFT SIDE flap, and describe 
your favorite scene on the RIGHT SIDE flap. Do not attach it to a book. On the cover, include:  

1. Book title 
2. Author 
3. A short “blurb” to entice the reader 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Assignment 1: I Am Malala  
 
As you read, please remember to annotate and take notes to help in your understanding of the novel 
and Malala’s story. Please answer ALL questions (in bold) in paragraph form. You will be graded on 
your written responses as well as your participation in class discussions in September.  
 
1. Malala’s relationship with her parents, particularly her father, is arguably one of the most important factors in 
Malala’s story. Malala writes, “...my father’s words of praise have always been the most precious thing in the 
world to me” (19). 

● What are some of her father’s courageous acts that appear to inspire Malala most, and lead her 
on her own “path”? How does Malala’s courage mirror that of her father’s?  

● How does Malala’s relationship with her mother compare with her relationship with her father? 
What does she see as her mother’s virtues? 

 
.2. Many women Malala mentions in the book are targeted, killed or wounded as a result of speaking out. For 
example, Malala is named after Malalai of Maiwand, a folk hero who was killed by fire but inspired Afghan 
troops to victory. And Malala describes Benazir Bhutto as a role model who inspired young women to speak 
out (54).  

● How do the lives of these women parallel each other? How are they different?  
● Do the fates of Malalai of Maiwand and Benazir Bhutto foreshadow Malala’s fate?  

 
3. Malala once told a cameraman, “ ‘They cannot stop me.  I will get my education’ ” (83).  

● Throughout the book, the focus of Malala’s message is that education is worth dying for, but 
what is Malala’s perspective of education?  

● How is that perspective the same or different than how we, in America, view education?  
 
4. Malala’s address to the United Nations Youth Assembly includes the following quotation: “Let us pick up our 
books and our pens. They are the most powerful weapons” (Yousafzai).  

● How does this statement speak to Malala’s personal experience and her call for activism on a 
global level? 

●  Is there a specific cause that you care about deeply? Have you been involved with, or have you 
led a project or event to further that cause? If so, how? If not, what cause would you consider 
supporting? Explain.  

 
 


